
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE TAKE YOUR BULLETIN HOME 

Please consider supporting those who support our Parish 
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Reflection for 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Forgiveness, Pope Leo notes, is a deeply human facility and experience. 

Forgiving others and being forgiven are aspects of ‘the affective, relational 

and spiritual perspective through which human beings grow in wisdom.’ 

 

Our lives, the Pope reflects, are ‘shaped ... and grow over time through 

choices, mistakes, forgiveness and fidelity.’ Being forgiven, we are called to 

forgive, which in turn makes us more forgiving. As well as helping us grow in 

wisdom and charity, forgiveness also serves the cause of justice. As the Pope 

points out, forgiveness is like compassion and mercy, one of those ‘real 

political actions’ with world-changing potential. Indeed, the Pope 

ranks forgiveness with other ‘effective and capable tools for promoting 

human life and resolving conflicts, such as dialogue, [and] diplomacy.’ 

 

That being so, the Pope's reflection helps us understand why ‘the “just war” 

doctrine, which has all too often been used to justify any kind of war, is now 

outdated.’ While he maintains ‘the right to self-defence in the strictest sense’, 

the Pope makes it clear that there is no mandate from Christ to be 

unforgiving. 

 

We all know that forgiveness can be challenging, but as the Pope reminds us, 

it is also our calling. 

 

REFLECTION by Nick Brodie 

 

[Quotes from Magnifica Humanitas, 15 May 2026: https://www.vatican.va/

content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-

humanitas.html]  

                        

        

Weekday Mass Times: Mon, Wed, Fri  8am & Thurs 9.30am. 

St. Paul’s Int. College  (Sat)  8am 

Confessions: 1st Friday of each month following morning 8am Mass. Saturday: 5.00pm to 5.30pm.  

St Paul’s Moss Vale      St Brigid’s Bundanoon         St Peter’s Burrawang       Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy Penrose Park    

Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm      Sunday: 2nd & 4th - 8am  Sunday: 1st, 3rd & 5th – 8am      Sunday - 8 am, 9.30am, 11am, Weekday 11am 

Sunday           - 10am         Sunday: 1st, 3rd & 5th - 5pm      Sunday: 2nd & 4th — 5pm        

                                            

             St Francis Xavier, Berrima                   St Patrick’s, Sutton Forest 
             1st Sunday of the Month –12noon 

                                        
 
           

 

 

PARISH PRIEST: FR JEREMY SANTOSO OSPPE 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
To make an appointment  please call 4868 1931. 
If you need to speak to Father urgently, please call the  
office and select option 4. 
Office Hours: MON, WED, THURS, FRI 10:00am-1:30pm.  
The office will be closed on Tuesday.  

PARISH WEBSITE 
Website www.stpaulsmossvale.org.au  

The Parish Facebook “St Paul’s Catholic Parish, Moss Vale” .  
 
We continue to ask parishioners to contact the  office via email 
mossvale@dow.org.au where possible. 

 



 24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          YEAR A         13 September 2026 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf Sirach 36:18 

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 

servant, and of your people Israel. 

 

First Reading      Sirach 27:30 – 28:7 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are found with the sinner. He who exacts vengeance will 

experience the vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict account of sin. Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does 

you, and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. If a man nurses anger against another, can he then demand 

compassion from the Lord? Showing no pity for a man like himself, can he then plead for his own sins? Mere 

creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will forgive him his sins? Remember the last things, and stop 

hating, remember dissolution and death, and live by the commandments. Remember the commandments, and 

do not bear your neighbour ill-will; remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence.  

The word of the Lord. 

 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 102:1-4. 9-12. R. v.8 

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion. 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. (R.) 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.) 

3. His wrath will come to an end;  he will not be angry for ever. He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. (R.) 

4. For as the heavens are high above the earth so strong is his love for those who fear him. As far as the east 

is from the west so far does he remove our sins. (R.) 

 

Second Reading      Romans 14:7-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for 

the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to life, it was 

so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. The word of the Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  John 13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. Alleluia! 

  

Gospel       Matthew 18:21-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven 

times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times. ‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they 

brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his master gave orders 

that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the 

servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the 

servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he 

happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and 

began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”, he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, 

“Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison 

till he should pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and 

they went to their master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked 

servant,” he said. “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to 

have pity on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the 

torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each 

forgive your brother from your heart.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon    Cf 1 Corinthians 10:16 

The chalice of blessing that we bless is a communion in the Blood of Christ; and the bread that we break 

is a sharing in the Body of the Lord. 

 

Feasts and Memorials 

Monday 14: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Feast. 

Tuesday 15: Our Lady of Sorrows. Memorial 

Wednesday 16: Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr, and Cyprian, bishop, martyr. Memorial 

© Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts 

from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, ICEL” All rights reserved. 
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The Bishop’s Annual Appeal will be promoted in our 

diocese during the month of September with a special 

collection taking place in our parish on the weekend of 

19/20 September. 

Living Water—Season of Creation 2026 
 

The Season of Creation is the annual 

Christian celebration to pray and 

respond together to the cry of Creation: 

the ecumenical family around the world 

unites to contemplate and care for our 

common home, the Oikos of God. 

 

The Season’s “Celebration” begins on September 1, the 

day that several Christian denominations celebrate as 

the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and 

others celebrate as the Feast of Creation. It ends on 

October 4, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, who Is 

beloved by many Christian denominations. 

 

This year, we will unite around the theme “Living Water”, 

with the symbol “Immersion in Living Water” , inspired by 

Ezekiel47:9and12. 

 

175TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

ST FRANCIS XAVIER – 11 October 2026 
 

 

The parish of St Paul’s is very blessed to be steward of 

one very special church, St Francis Xavier, Berrima.  This 

year we celebrate the 175th Anniversary of this beautiful 

church. A Solemn Mass is planned to celebrate this 

great occasion and all past Parish Priests who are still 

with us have been invited to take part.  The Mass will be 

followed by a light luncheon at the Moss Vale Services 

Club.  What  a magnificent opportunity for our parish to 

come together and share the joy of this 

occasion. 

  

All parishioners are warmly invited to attend 

and bookings for the luncheon are now being 

received.  Cost of the lunch is $25 per head. Children 

under 12 are free.   

 

Please phone or email the parish office if you wish to 

attend. Should you have any special dietary 

requirements please mention these when you book. 

 

Come one come all!   Let’s make this a day to 

remember. 

CatholicCare Diocese of Wollongong is excited to 

provide Family and Relationship Counselling services to 

the Moss Vale community. We provide counselling to 

individuals and families who are experiencing: Grief and 

Loss, Family relationship breakdown, Parenting 

Challenges, Conflict in relationships and Difficulty 

coping with life's challenges. We will be providing 

services once a month on Tuesday's in Moss Vale at 9 

Clarence Street, Moss Vale.  

 

Please call us on 1800 967 894 and follow the prompts 

for Counselling services or book via the website. 

A FATHER’S HEART   

***AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE*** 
Discover the extraordinary power and quiet strength of 

St Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most important figures in Christianity, St 

Joseph is also one of the most mysterious. The Bible tells 

us remarkably little about him — yet his quiet example of 

faith, courage and selfless love has inspired millions. 

 

A FATHER’S HEART, the acclaimed documentary film, 

takes you on a remarkable journey across 5 continents 

to explore the extraordinary ways St Joseph continues to 

touch and transform lives. With powerful testimonies, 

radical conversions, and impossible cures, this 

compelling documentary film reveals just who St. Joseph 

really was, and how his presence continues to change 

lives today. 

 

A FATHER’S HEART that will capture yours! 

Classification: CTC (not yet classified) 

Date: Thursday, 24th September, 2026 

The Empire Cinema, Bowral. 

Time: 6.00 pm 

Cost: $15 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR DATES: 

Special Note: The parish office will open at 11am on Monday 14 September 2026. 
CONFIRMATION FOR ENROLMENTS START SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER TO 11 OCTOBER 2026. MORE DETAILS NEXT WEEK. 

Monday 7: Mass at Warrigal Nursing home 1.30pm 

Sunday 13: Fatima Day at Penrose Park starting at 10am 

Wednesday 16:  Mass at Harbison Nursing home 1.30pm 

 

https://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au/services-and-programs/family/family-care/fcp-intake-booking-page/

