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Please consider supporting those who support our Parish 
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Reflection for 20th Ordinary Sunday 16/08/2026 
 

The encounter between the Canaanite woman and 

Jesus is a remarkable one which gives us an insight on 

how prayer actually works. Many of us are quite used to 

praying where at times our prayers are heard, and at 

times they are not heard. It leaves us wondering why 

that might be the case. Perhaps we are unworthy, or 

not in the state of grace or perhaps we’re not really 

engaging enough spiritual effort in prayer and penance 

to merit God’s attention. The Canaanite woman 

represents someone who is not a child of Israel in which 

Jesus explains his refusal to heal because his priority is to 

them. The dialogue of God’s refusal is a display of his 

righteousness to verify whether she has the faith to ask 

what she is truly praying for. We may be tempted to 

think that if God is listening to us, he should respond to 

us. But in this scenario, whether or not she was a child of 

Israel or a gentile from a pagan nation, her faith in the Lord after numerous attempts was a testimony of her 

undeniable faith in the Lord. Jesus granted her prayer not because of praying so much. It was thanks to her 

heart where she expressed deep reverence and humility for God. She expressed her willingness to persevere 

in patience until he would come to her aid. This is the faith that Jesus responded to and it is a model on how 

we are called to express in our own prayer life. 

 

Fr Jeremy Santoso, OSPPE 

                        

        

Weekday Mass Times: Mon, Wed, Fri  8am & Thurs 9.30am. 

St. Paul’s Int. College  (Sat)  8am 

Confessions: 1st Friday of each month following morning Mass. After Saturday 8.00 am Mass at St Paul’s International College or by appointment. 

St Paul’s Moss Vale      St Brigid’s Bundanoon         St Peter’s Burrawang       Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy Penrose Park    

Saturday Vigil - 6.30 pm     1st, 3rd, 5th Saturday Vigil  - 5pm     2nd, 4th, Saturday Vigil - 5pm      Sunday - 8 am, 9.30am, 11am , Weekday 11 am 

Sunday           - 10am         2nd, 4th Sunday   - 8am          1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday       - 8am    

                                            

             St Francis Xavier, Berrima                   St Patrick’s, Sutton Forest 
             1st Sunday of the Month –12noon 

                                        
 
           

 

 

PARISH PRIEST: FR JEREMY SANTOSO OSPPE 
 
PARISH OFFICE 
To make an appointment  please call 4868 1931. 
If you need to speak to Father urgently, please call the  
office and select option 4. 
Office Hours: MON, WED, THURS, FRI 10:00am-1:30pm.  
The office will be closed on Tuesday.  

PARISH WEBSITE 
Website www.stpaulsmossvale.org.au  

The Parish Facebook “St Paul’s Catholic Parish, Moss Vale” .  
 
We continue to ask parishioners to contact the  office via email 
mossvale@dow.org.au where possible. 

 



 20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME            YEAR A          16 AUGUST 2026 

Entrance Antiphon   Psalm 83:10-11 

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your courts 

is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

 

 

First Reading       Isaiah 56:1.6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity be 

manifest. Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his 

servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my holy 

mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on 

my altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples. The word of the Lord. 

 

    

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you! 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us. So will your ways be known upon 

earth and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with justice. With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)    

 

 

Second Reading     Romans 11:13-15. 29-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the 

purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them. Since their rejection 

meant the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a 

resurrection from the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so 

those who are disobedient now – and only because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. 

God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind. The word of the Lord. 

      

Gospel Acclamation   Matthew 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel       Matthew 15:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from 

that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he 

answered her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said 

‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the 

woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the 

children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps 

that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 

granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again. The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon  John 6:51-52 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever. 

 

 

Feasts and Memorials 

Thursday 20: St Bernard, abbot, doctor. Memorial 

Friday 21: St Pius X, pope. Memorial 

Saturday 22: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Memorial. 

 

 

© Excerpts from the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy (ICEL)” and “Excerpts 

from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, ICEL” All rights reserved. 

PARISH NEWS ..... 

 

 

Mass at St Francis Xavier, Berrima                    
1st Sunday of the Month –12noon 

25th ANNIVERSAY OF COROANATION 

ICON OF THE BLACK MADONNA   

2001-2006 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF MERCY, 

PENROSE PARK 

 

The Solemnity for the Pilgrims on Sunday 23 August 2026 

9am: Exposition of the Blessed sacrament and the Lauds 

in the Shrine Church 

10.30am: Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament Singing 

of the Pauline Litany of the B.V.M (Kleczki) 

11am: Solemn Reception and Mass of the Anniversary 

Celebrant: The Most Rev Brian Mascord DD, Bishop of 

Wollongong 

The Solemnity Proper – Wednesday 26th August 2026 

9:30am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the 

Lauds in the Shrine Church 

10:30am: Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Signing of the Pauline Litany of the B.V.M (Kleczki) 

11am: Solemn Mass of the Solemnity / Anniversary 

Celebrant: The Very Rev Jaroslaw Zan OSPPE, Provincial 

Superior 

NEW MASS TIMES — STARTING SEPTEMBER 2026,from 

the Saturday Vigil on the 5th 

 

St Paul’s, Moss Vale 

• Confession: 5.00pm to 5.30pm 

• Saturday Vigil: 6:00 pm 
• Sunday: 10:00 am 
 

St Brigid’s, Bundanoon 

• Sunday: 2nd & 4th — 8:00 am 
• Sunday: 1st, 3rd & 5th — 5:00 pm 
 

St Peter’s, Burrawang 

• Sunday: 1st, 3rd & 5th — 8:00 am 
• Sunday: 2nd & 4th — 5:00 pm 

READERS AT WEEKDAY MASSES 
It is pleasing that a number of those who attend daily 

Mass have indicated that they would like to read at 

these Masses. A Reading Roster will now be prepared 

for the weekdays. If you would like to read on 

weekdays, please email or phone the parish office with 

your name, email, and phone number so that when the 

roster is drawn up in the next week or so, this roster can 

be sent to you. Thank you to those who have already 

requested to go on this list and thank you in anticipation 

to any others who may like to do so. 

Jubilee Year of St Francis of Assisi 
Prayer cards to celebrate this Jubilee Year are available 

in all church foyers. 

12 Day European Pilgrimage 2026 

REV. Fr. Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya 

Spiritual Director of the October  

Contact: 0412515454 or  

Email: fisidore02@gmail.com 

Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy Penrose Park 

 

2026 Italy & Medjugorje 05th to 16th Oct 

2026  

Rome · Assisi · San Giovanni Rotondo · 

Medjugorje  

PRICE $8880 (Min 20 Passengers)  

St Carlo Acutis Relic and Display coming here in 

September! 
Our diocese is excited to be hosting the International 

Carlo Acutis Major Relic Pilgrimage between 14-21 

September 2026.  

 

The relic will visit the parishes of Oran Park (Mon 14th), 

Rosemeadow (Tue 15th) Nowra (Wed 16- Thurs 17th), 

and the Wollongong Cathedral (Fri 18 - Mon 21), with 

opportunities for veneration of the first-class relic of St 

Carlo, participating in the sacraments, and visiting St 

Carlo's own Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition. Everyone, but 

especially students and young adults will be amazed 

and drawn into a deep experience of faith in 

encountering. 

 

St Carlo's story, relic and the display. Go to https://

www.stcarloaustralia.com/ for more information. 

 

175TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

ST FRANCIS XAVIER – 11 October 2026 
 

 

The parish of St Paul’s is very blessed to be steward of 

one very special church, St Francis Xavier, Berrima. 

Designed by the renowned British architect Augustis 

Pugin, it opened in 1851.  

 

It is now listed by the National Trust. Of several churches 

designed by Pugin in Australia, St Francis Xavier is 

recognised as the only one still in its original condition. 

There are not many churches in Australia which can 

claim to be 175 years old and still in use. 

 

A Solemn Mass is planned to celebrate this great 

occasion and all past Parish Priests who are still with us 

have been invited to take part. The Mass will be 

followed by a light luncheon at the Moss Vale Services 

Club. It would be wonderful if as many parishioners as 

possible could attend the celebration. So please save 

the date. More news in coming weeks. 

CatholicCare Diocese of Wollongong is excited to 

provide Family and Relationship Counselling services to 

the Moss Vale community. We provide counselling to 

individuals and families who are experiencing: Grief and 

Loss, Family relationship breakdown, Parenting 

Challenges, Conflict in relationships and Difficulty 

coping with life's challenges. We will be providing 

services once a month on Tuesday's in Moss Vale at 9 

Clarence Street, Moss Vale.  

 

Please call us on 1800 967 894 and follow the prompts 

for Counselling services or book via the website. 

https://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au/services-and-programs/family/family-care/fcp-intake-booking-page/

